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GALAXIE Becomes the Agency-wide
Library Information System
The Langley STILAS online information system is now the NASA GALAXIE
online information system.  At the request of the NASA Scientific and
Technical Information Program Office, the STILAS system is expanding
to include the holdings of all thirteen NASA libraries. The name change to
GALAXIE reflects the broadening of scope and content of the database.
GALAXIE still provides the same powerful search engine provided by STILAS,
but now users are able to simultaneously search all NASA libraries or one
specific center library.

To get to GALAXIE through the world wide web, use http://stilas.larc.nasa.gov
or http://galaxie.larc.nasa.gov. The system does not require a password, but
users must supply a login ID. Log in using the word, ‘langley’.

To learn more about the transformation of STILAS to GALAXIE, either call
the Langley Technical Library at 757-864-2356 or access
http://library-www.larc.nasa.gov/galaxie.html.

STISTI
A publication for users of the NASA Scientific and Technical Information Program Office

the use of computers providing online
access to the collection. RECON (for
REmote CONsole) allowed users at
remote, hardwired terminals to inter-
actively get to the whole of the STI
Database. Though the technology
seems almost ordinary now, in its
day it represented the government’s
first major online bibliographic
search system and a great leap in
availability. RECON stood for
nearly twenty-five years as one of
the aerospace community’s
preeminent search tools.

Augmenting the collection of
NASA and NASA-sponsored
research, outside vendors were
contracted to supply abstracts from
leading aerospace and related jour-
nals beginning in 1963. The addition
provided nearly complete coverage of
the aerospace field for NASA scien-
tists and engineers; greatly enhancing
their ability to perform, and provid-
ing the backbone of basic research so
vital to the nation’s space initiatives.

In 1985, after two years of study and
design, NASA set up the Aerospace
Research Information Network
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The venerable Center for AeroSpace
Information begins its thirty-sixth year
of operation in 1997. CASI was created
when the NASA Office of Scientific
and Technical Information issued a
letter contract on January 2, 1962,
“to permit the setting up of the
NASA central documentation
facility. . . . ” The initial operation
began in February 1962 with the
arrival and processing of the first
NASA documents. From these
the NASA STI Facility, then in
Bethesda, Maryland, produced
the first US government micro-
fiche and abstract journal, Tech-
nical Publications Announcements
(TPA). TPA evolved into Scientific
and Technical Aerospace Reports
(STAR) in 1963.

In time, the STI Database has grown
from 10,000 records to more than
three million bibliographic citations,
used by scientists and the aerospace
community worldwide. The Database
is the heart of the NASA STI system

CASI Celebrates 35 Years of Information Processing

established to fulfill the mandates of
the Space Act of 1958.

Making information widely avail-
able is nothing new to the Center.
It has always used the latest tech-
nology to insure NASA’s scientific
results are available. In 1969, one of
the first technological advances was

Continued on page 3
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The STI Bulletin, published every other month, informs NASA
STI users about the products, services, and news of the NASA
Scientific and Technical Information Program Office.

Mark Jeschke, Editor
John Jones, Graphics

For additional information, contact
George Roncaglia
NASA Langley Research Center
Mail Stop 157, Hampton, VA 23681
E-mail: g.j.roncaglia@larc.nasa.gov.

RECONplus Tips and Techniques

After completing the file capture set up under your telnet software, execute the File Capture option as indicated
on the telnet software screen. The CBI screen will reappear. Press <ENTER> to initiate the file capture. The file
capture function displays the citations to the screen and simultaneously saves the citations to the file you
specified. When the function is complete the message “***Print/Capture Complete***” is displayed at the
bottom of the screen. Turn off your file capture option by accessing your telnet software, and press
<ENTER> to return to the original CBI display.

The content of the file is an ASCII version of the
display format you selected. The content can be
imported to a word processor or personal citation
management system, or viewed using an editor,
Windows Notepad, or your operating system’s
Type command. Note that the Print/Capture
Complete message is displayed at the end of the
captured file. This message can be deleted from the
captured file using an editor or word processor.

File Capture
Retrieved citations can be downloaded to a local file using the File Capture function. File Capture uses the com-
munication capabilities of your telnet software to capture print output as an ASCII file. To use this function, your
telnet software must have this capability. If you are unsure, check the documentation for your telnet software or
ask your technical support staff.

To capture the output as a file, first highlight the Output option and press <ENTER>. When the Output panel is
displayed, select which documents you want to capture; then select File Capture from the Output panel and the
format you want from the Select Display Format panel. The following screen is displayed.

From this screen access your telnet software, turn on File Capture, and follow the instructions for capturing a
print file within your telnet software. The common method for capturing a print file is to request continuous
output and to enter the path and file name to which you want the data to be sent.




